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1. Chairman’s Message 

 

Hello everyone, as another successful season draws to a close I’d like to thank you all for 
your support during 2008/09. 

We have highlighted some of the achievements of our various teams below. Our aim as a 
club though is to simply provide football to youths in the local area so regardless of any 
silverware I would like to thank the many volunteer club officials and managers for their help 
in achieving this. 

Planning for the new season is already underway and we aim to have at least one team 
representing every age group from Under 7 to Under 17 again. We are also discussing 
various activities and initiatives to improve and or add to the facilities available to our players. 
These are predominately at a very early stage but we have hit some short term targets this 
year which are highlighted below. 

I was privileged to watch an outstanding display of skilful and free flowing football at the 
Madejski Stadium recently when our Under17 team won the Chronicle Cup. This was their 
last game together for the club and a fine way to end their AFC Newbury careers. I would 
also like to extend my thanks their manager, Pat Cummuskey, who has been Vice Chairman 
this year.  This game was a fitting way to reward him for his loyal years of service to the club. 

Could I please draw everyone’s attention to section s 5 & 6 below? There are some 
important details regarding preparations for next s eason and a charity collection we 
have been asked to help out with. 

Lastly I’d like to thank all the parents and various family members who turn up week in week 
out to offer their support at matches either vocally or by means of a taxi service! We hope to 
see you all next season. 

Thanks 

Paul Rodgers 

Chairman 

Email paul@rodgers.net 

Tel 07810 055558 
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2. Under 17 Team 

Our Under 17 squad have unfortunately played their last game for the club but bowed out in 
truly fine style. Below is a match report from their final game and a brief history of the squad: 

U17 Chronicle Cup Final 

AFC Newbury 5-2 Springfield 

AFC Newbury lifted the Cup at the Madejski Stadium after a first half blitz in which they 
scored five times without reply. In an all out attacking display of attractive passing 
football Newbury were rewarded with a knap hand of goals which started as early as the 
sixth minute after a deep Carl Self corner was headed home in style by Joe Lawrance 
at the far post.  

The free flowing football was to follow with Curtis Angell and Joe Cummuskey spraying 
several fine passes all over what remains a fine playing surface even after a long 
season. Aaron Watts started the move for the second on thirteen minutes from a deep 
position which saw the ball flash from Tom Birch to Ben Wickens who cut the ball back 
for Grant Osborne to score with a first time shot. With Springfield reeling Newbury 
continued to press forward  and were almost caught by a Springfield break but this only 
served to make Newbury more determined and on twenty five minutes Wickens headed 
home after more fine work from Angell. Sensing the game could be won by half time 
Newbury were now playing their best football of the season and Wickens was posing all 
sorts of problems for the Springfield defence and after forty minutes he added his 
deserved second and Newbury’s fourth.  

With three minutes remaining to the break a fantastic individual piece of skill from Self 
put the game beyond Springfield. He saw his first attempt rebound off the keeper back 
over his head then he controlled the ball with his thigh with his back to goal and with an 
overhead kick deposited the ball in the net beyond the bemused keeper. 

Newbury continued in the same style for the first fifteen minutes of the second half with 
the Sponsors Man of the Match Carl Self switching play with some stylish cross field 
passes and substitute Sam Pouslon forcing a fine save from the Springfield keeper with 
a powerful drive from twenty yards. With the game won Newbury were caught twice on 
the break with Springfield’s second coming in the ninety first minute. 

Their last game together for the club will live long in their memories with most players 
serving AFC Newbury for over ten years. 

The squad 

Simon Taplin, Aaron Watts, Ollie Free, Joe Lawrance, Joe Cummuskey, Curtis Angell, 
Carl Self, Tom Birch, Grant Osborne, Rory Rowbottom, Ben Wickens, James 
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O’Docherty, Austin Stone, Sam Poulson, Mark Yeoman, Jamie Kirk 

 

Squad history  

Many of the team have been together since the ages of five and six when they joined 
the clubs Fun Soccer sessions on Saturday mornings at Newbury’s Faraday Road 
Ground! Most of the boys in the squad eventually played in the Peter Houseman 
League enjoying considerable success at Under 13, 14 and 15 when they won the 
Premier League in successive seasons and were runners up in the League Cup in the 
same seasons. Six of the boys in the current squad played in the PHYL representative 
team during these seasons – Aaron Watts, Joe Lawrance, Joe Cummuskey, Curtis 
Angell, Tom Birch and Ben Wickens. 

Mark Yeoman, Grant Osborne, Rory Rowbottom and Carl Self have played their football 
in the South Chiltern Minor League in another of AFC Newbury’s teams, managed by 
Andy Stockley, and have achieved much success over the years -  winning the League 
in 2000-01 season and finishing runners up in 2003-04.  They were also Chronicle Cup 
winners in 2001-02 and 2002-03 and were runners up in the Berks and Bucks Cup in 
2004-05 and 2005-06. James O’Docherty and Ben Wickens have played in both teams 
and were part of these successes in 2002-03. 

This season AFC Newbury were runners up to Springfield in the SCML and had an 
impressive run in the Under 18 Berks and Bucks Cup where they reached the quarter 
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finals before going out in extra time to the eventual winners Wokingham & Embrook. 

Pat Cummuskey has managed the team since 2000 from small sided football in the 
SCML, then into the Peter Houseman Youth League until the 2007-08 season when he 
and his team rejoined the SCML 
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3. Team Updates 

Team League Season Review 

Under 7 Non 
Competitive 
PHYL 

As a squad of two teams we have scored 264 goals in 
all competitions. 

Group winners at Ascot Festival, 1st and 2nd at 
Wickham 6-a-side, and with one team unbeaten in the 
PHYL, an excellent start to anyone's football career.  
Individually some have made vast improvements, 
while others continue to demonstrate a natural gift 
and maturity.  As a team we have all had fun and 
become a close group of friends on and off the pitch 
with a large group of loyal supporters.  Great First 
Season! 

 

Under 8 Red Non 
Competitive 
PHYL 

A dis-jointed season for the team.  With a lack of 
fixtures at the start the team failed to find any 
consistency.  However there were games where the 
team played great passing football and showed a 
desire to win.  Every player has been a valued 
member of this squad. 
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Under 9 
Green 

PHYL The U9 green team face a tough season in a very 
competitive league and lost their opening 2 league 
games. They responded brilliantly however by going 
on a 6 game winning run. The final phase of the 
season saw them end up a commendable 4th in their 
first competitive season.  

Under 9 
Orange 

PHYL U9 orange team flew out of the blocks with a 6 game 
winning streak. They finished the season as runners 
up having lost just three games all season. Narrowly 
missing out on a cup final appearance they had 
statistically the best attack and defence in the league, 
all round an excellent season. 

Under 10 
Boys 

PHYL Yellow Started badly, did well up to the bad weather, then 
had mixed form and injuries at the end, but got to 
league cup semi final. 
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Played 14, won 7, drew 1, lost 6, for 52, against 30, 
finished 5th out of 8 

Highlights – beating Sherborne 3-0 away in cup 
quarter final after they beat us in last year’s semi and 
winning PHYL Fair Play award for 2nd year running. 

Under 10 
Colts 

PHYL Blue Struggled to find form in a tough top division with new 
players trying to gel, but played with spirit. 

Played 18, won 3, drew 3, lost 12, for 22, against 51, 
finished 9th out of 10 

Highlights – beating Andover, who got to the cup final 
5-0, and Sherborne 1-0 

Under 11 
Boys 

PHYL Green A tough season for our PHYL U11 boys saw them 
finish a creditable 6th playing in the top division. Next 
season they will also be playing in the Peter 
Houseman league and are very much looking forward 
to building on this seasons achievements. 

Under 11 North Wilts Our second U11 squad enjoyed a good season 
finishing 3rd in the top division.  Played 18, won 12, 
drew 3 and lost 3, scoring over 80 goals! 

Two of our players Ukasyah Wallace and Faiq Jefri 
Bolkiah have been signed on one year contracts to 
Southampton FC – well done boys. 

Under 12 SCML 
Division 1 

A very successful season for the Under 12 squad 
started off with a draw, but normal service resumed 
afterwards by them winning every other league game 
to secure the league title scoring 146 goals and only 
conceding 5. They were knocked out of the B+B cup 
by the eventual winners and also reached the South 
Chiltern Cup final. 

Under 13 SCML 
Division 2 

Finished the season fourth in division 2, fantastic early 
season table topping run was interrupted by the 
weather and our U13’s never really got back into their 
stride. Showed considerable amounts of individual 
progress in their footballing skills as well as their 
maturity as players and young men!! Completed the 
season by comprehensively beating the team leading 
the league for most of the season, a real highlight.  
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Under 14 SCML 
Division 1 

The Under 14 squad have had a very good season 
finally topping the league winning 11 of 12 matches 
after filling the runners up spot many times in recent 
years. They also reached the league cup semi-final 
getting knocked out by the eventual winners Reading 
Allstars. 

About 4 weeks before the seasons end it was looking 
like they were going to end up in third place, but a 
great run of results saw them top the table with a 1 
week period in which we beat the then top placed 
team Reading Allstars 2-1 in a very entertaining 
midweek fixture. This was then followed by an away 
victory over the then 2nd placed team, Barton Rovers. 

Over the last few seasons this squad has got used to 
losing players to academies and again lost 2 
throughout the season whilst on trial at Swindon with 
neither however being signed as yet. 

Under 15 SCML 
Division 1 

The U15's have had the most successful season 
since this group of boys have been together, they 
finished 3rd on 29 points from 16 games. We 
achieved a first by beating Theale Tigers and Twyford 
Comets for the very first time. We believe we now 
have a strong enough squad to challenge for honours 
next season. Also reached the quarter finals of the 
Berks and Bucks. 

Under 16 PHYL 
Division 1 

Our Under 16’s started out the year with two squads 
but unfortunately ended with only one. Points were 
very hard to come by but an outstanding team spirit 
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saw them push their opponents in every game and 
they earned a deserved fair play award from the 
league for their efforts. 

Under 17 SCML 
Division 1 

In their final season with AFC Newbury our Under 17 
squad ended their league campaign as runners up. In 
a consummate display at the Madejski Stadium 
however they showed what could have been against 
the overall league winners  
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4.  Kit and Equipment Supply 

Thanks to the efforts of Lee McDougall (Club Kit manager) we have agreed a deal with a 
new kit supplier for 2009 / 10 onwards. We will now not only source our kit but also all our 
football equipment from Wilds Sports in Newbury. 

Previously we were using various suppliers for kit and equipment which was proving very 
difficult and onerous to manage as well as not being cost effective. The deal with Wilds 
Sports has many benefits for the club: 

·  Easier for managers to obtain all they need from one supplier 

·  Club able to negotiate cost savings due to bulk purchases 

·  Recognised expert in the supply of football kit and equipment, able to negotiate on 
our behalf with suppliers for the best deals and equipment 

·  Parents can easily obtain replacement shorts and socks direct from Wilds 

·  Store loyalty scheme which puts money back into the club and gives discount to AFC 
players and family 

 

Loyalty Card Scheme - Wilds Sports offers a loyalty card scheme in store, which gives us a 
money spent voucher (retrospectively) to spend in store every quarter, this contributes 
towards a club discount of kit purchases too. 

Each customer is issued with a Gold Wilds Card which should be swiped for every purchase.  
Martin from Wilds Sports will be at the Penalty Shoot out to explain the scheme; you will 
need to register to get your Gold Card. 
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5. End of Season Admin 

For those of you new to AFC Newbury Boys we have two annual events, a presentation day 
and a sponsored penalty shootout. We have decided to change the timings for these this 
year in the hope that we can also distribute and gather in all signing on forms for season 
2009/10 

5.1 Signing on forms 

We hope that you were all able to attend, and enjoy, the Presentation Day held at the 
Regency Park Hotel in Thatcham on Sunday May 31st More importantly did you also collect 
your signing on forms for next season and copies of the codes of conduct: 

·  We have revised our codes of conduct (Players. Parents and Supporters & 
Managers) Copies of the players and parents & supporters codes will be distributed 
and signed copies MUST accompany your registration form. Each manager will also 
sign the managers code of conduct which will be held by the club and can be 
inspected upon request 

·  Payment terms – to reflect the current economic climate we have increased the 
annual fees by only £2.50. This was necessary to meet rising pitch hire and 
refereeing fees. However if required this payment can be split by issuing two post 
dated cheques (details on the form itself) 

·  If you cannot attend the sponsored penalty shootout (details below) please ensure all 
signed documentation is with your manager before the date of this event (Saturday 
June 27th) 

·  If you were unable to attend the presentation day or did not collect any forms they 
can be downloaded from our website (www.newburyfootball.co.uk) 

 

5.2 Sponsored Penalty Shootout / Signing On Event 

In an effort to simplify the signing on process for next season we have decided to hold the 
sponsored penalty shootout competition later in the year and use the gathering to collate all 
signing on forms. This will make the process of preparing for next season much easier for 
our managers and secretaries. 

Therefore the current Under 7 to Under 13 teams are invited to this event on Saturday June 
27th at Newbury Rugby Club on Monks Lane. Details as follows: 
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·  Completed club and league registration form and codes of conduct MUST be brought 
along with two passport sized photographs 

·  Timings and sponsorship forms will be distributed separately 

·  Monies raised by this event will be split evenly between a charity donation to Swings 
and Smiles with the remainder going towards provision of new rainproof tracksuit 
tops for all teams next season. 

·  Samples of new kit should be available on the day for you to see along with a 
representative from Wilds Sports to discuss the club discount scheme. 

·  We also would like to do a boot exchange, instead of throwing away your old boots 
players from the younger squads could make use of them. Bring them along and sell 
them for a nominal fee! 

·  Football 4 Africa – If your son’s team is having it’s kit replaced for next season please 
bring along the old kit to the penalty shootout. We are donating all our old kit to an 
organisation that provides kit for under privileged children in Africa. Please also bring 
along any other unwanted football kit which they will happily take. 
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6. Charity Activities 

6.1 Sainsbury’s Collection 

Swings and Smiles have been chosen as the charity for the upcoming year at Sainsbury’s in 
Newbury. They are permitted to collect on the door and have asked if our boys could 
therefore help out on Saturday July 4th . 

If we could therefore ask for volunteers from the following squads (2008/09 age groups) at 
the times below to please contact me ( paul@rodgers.net ) to confirm their availability: 

10 :00 – 11:00 Under 7 and Under 8 

11:00 – 12:00 Under 9 and Under 10 

12:00 – 13:00 Under 11  

13:00 – 14:00 Under 12 and Under 13 

14:00 – 15:00 Under 14 and Under 15 

15:00 – 16:00 Under 16 

 

We will only need 2 players on the door at any one time with at least one parent to 
supervise. 

This is an excellent way to raise the club’s profil e in the local community and make 
the club a more attractive proposition when applyin g for sponsorship and funding. 
Please make every effort to help out if other commi tments allow. Four volunteers from 
each team would only need 30 minutes time spent eac h to cover their allotted slot. 
Participants in the collection held at Christmas we re rewarded with a training session 
from Graeme Murty (details below)! 

Please pass your details onto me and I will distribute timings and details nearer the event. 

6.2 Previous funds raised 

Over Christmas we held a street collection to raise money for Swings and Smiles. One of the 
charities patrons is Graeme Murty (ex Reading captain) and to reward those boys who 
helped out he held a training session at Newbury Rugby Club recently. The players were put 
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through their paces before getting some shooting practice and finishing off with a game. A 
great time was had by all, including Graeme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AFC Newbury Newsletter – Volume 3 May 2009 
 
 

 
 

15 
   

At the end of the session a cheque for £1500 was also presented to Swings and Smiles for 
monies raised in the penalty shootout in 2008, letter of thanks below from Sian Cook:  
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7. Club Poet 

Although he doesn’t know it, Pete Dyson (Under 8 Red manager) is the AFC Newbury Poet 
Laureate. Below is an extract from a recent recital given at the annual presentation event: 

 

A is for Action, that's what Scott's all about, 

F is for Fear, which Amelia has nowt, 

C is for Courage, Luke has lots, 

 

N is for Natural, Sam with his shots, 

E is for Energy, in Archie’s little legs, 

W is for WOW, Jack after eating eggs, 

B is for Bravery, Max in our goal, 

U is for Utility, that's George’s role, 

R is for Reward, you'll get this if you work, 

Y is for you, the parents who never shirk! 

 

Well done Pete can’t wait for next seasons offering!! 


