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1. Chairmanôs Message 

 

Hello everyone, it only seems like last week we were closing up season 2008/2009. Already 
we find ourselves halfway through the 2009/2010 season, the summer months seem to get 
shorter every year! 

Itôs great to report that we have again had a healthy in-take of players and have two great 
Under 7 teams playing in AFC Newbury colours. We are also lucky enough to also still run at 
least one team in every age group up to Under 17. Some of our teams have had to seek new 
challenges so have joined other leagues. We now have teams representing Newbury in 
Berkshire, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire! 

I have written reports on a few initiatives we have been involved in at the end of last season 
and the first half of this. The club can be very proud of the impact our players have had 
taking part in various charity collections recently. In addition to that a huge amount of our old 
kit has been recycled and is currently being enjoyed by young boys around the world far less 
fortunate than we are. 

Lastly Iôd like to thank all the parents and various family members who turn up week in week 
out to offer their support at matches either vocally or by means of a taxi service! We hope to 
see you all next season. 

Thanks 

Paul Rodgers 

Chairman 

Email paul@rodgers.net 

Tel 07810 055558 

mailto:paul@rodgers.net
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2. Under 7ôs First Season 

 

Itôs always a good sign to see a healthy intake at Under 7ôs and this season has been better than most. 
Not only have out new Under 7ôs started very keenly their enthusiasm seems to be converting into 
results on the pitch too. Story of the season told so far very well by Coach Neil Harveyé 

Martin, Gary and I started the season with high hopes of being part of the early career of the next Theo 
Torres or Dimitar Tevez etc. And the Under 7's didn't disappoint. With a consistent 19 attendees at 
training every Tuesday and a 'come rain or shine' approach to matches we've found ourselves with a 
committed bunch both in the boys, and the parents. (So a big thanks to everyone from the three of us) 

The football has been great to watch, and with only one defeat so far this season we've grown in 
strength and confidence. Seeing the beginnings of 'flowing football' and the utilisation of 'space' is a 
sight to behold. The boys recognise it too as they're starting to call for the ball on the pitch and run into 
space waving enthusiastically. (With a quick glance to Dad/us to let us all know how good they've 
been!) Defenders now know where they need to be and when, our strikers no longer try and walk the 
ball goalward, in a solo effort form their own box, and our goal keepers come off their lines with gusto! 
We couldn't have asked for a more entertaining start to the season. 

The highlights for me have been many. The Tuesday night 'joke of the week' for one, and the 
enthusiasm at which the boys compete in Gary's 'Red Blue' training drill. These have been some of the 
more memorable off-the-pitch activities (along with me losing my car keys at a match one Sunday...) 
On the pitch we've seen players tackle, drop back and defend, take their turn in goal (just about) and 
happily be subbed so as to give everyone a chance 'up front'. True we have a huge range in abilities 
but one thing is common, all the lads listen and learn, and we won't leave a match or a training session 
without the "Have you had a good time?" "YEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS!" 
ritual! 
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3. Under 1 2 Colts  at the Mad Stad  

Our Under 12 Colts team was recently fortunate enough to take part in an American style 
penalty shootout on the pitch at the Madejski stadium. They provided the half time 
entertainment at Readingôs home game against Leicester City on October 26

th
 Not only did 

the crowd of 16,192 see them do their stuff but a few million at home may have even seen 
some of them as the game was shown live on Sky TV Many of the boys found the net, the 
same cannot be said for Reading unfortunately as they lost the game 1 ï 0!! The organisers 
at the stadium commented on how impeccably behaved our players were so well done boys. 
Thanks also to their manager, Reg Nethercot, and the parents were also undoubtedly 
involved in helping to organise this: 
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4. Success for the Under 12 Boys  

Not to be out-done by the Colts our Under 12 Boys team already have some silverware in 
their trophy cabinet!! They produced a superb unbeaten display to win the Eldon Celtic 6-a-
side Christmas tournament which is held every year at the dome behind the Madejski 
stadium. Winning all games bar one in which they were held to a draw they comfortably beat 
the hosts 3 ï 1 in the final to add some post Christmas cheer to their holiday!! 

 

 

Pictured above the winning team with manager Mickey Hobbs  

Joe Hobbs, Louis McKay, Barney Morgan, Sam Mulvey, Luke Polding, Roman Romanski,  

Rhys Thomas 

 



AFC Newbury Newsletter ï Volume 4 February 2010 
 
 

 
 

5 

 
5 

 
5 

 
5 

 

   

5. Team Updates  

Under 8 Red -  Non Competitive PHYL 

With 8 games played so far the two Under 8 teams have scored 91 goals and conceded 18.  Training 
focus remains on agility, balance and co-ordination, developing individual ball skills and awareness of 
space and movement.  The challenge for the New Year will be meeting new teams not previously played. 

Under 9 Boys -  PHYL 

The AFC Newbury boys started the competitive season with a draw.  They have followed that with 3 wins 
from 4 league games.  With a couple of new faces joining this season the team have settled down well. 

Under 9 Colts - PHYL 

The AFC Newbury Colts started their competitive season with their only defeat.  Since then they have not 
looked back winning 4 out of 4 in the league.  The whole of the squad are working very hard and this is 
coming across in the results. 

Under 10 Boys - PHYL Yellow 

So far a slow start to the season for the Boys team with only 7 league games played, winning 3, drawing 
1 and losing 3. Two of the defeats were very tight games and all defeats have been against the top 3 
teams .The boys are also through to the last 8 in the league cup. 

All the boys playing well with Thomas Mcclaughlin and Bailey Abrahms the pick so far. 

Under 10 Colts - PHYL Blue 

The Colts are currently 3rd in the league only on goal difference with a game in hand. The team are 
doing very well this season with only 2 defeats from 8 winning 6 although sadly they are out of their cup 
competition. 

All the colts are playing well with Captain Joseph Romanski & Alex Robinson standing out 

Under 11 Boys - SCML Div 1 

6 quality summer signings from Tornadoes added to best of AFCN squad, so getting used to each other. 
Great potential with numerous School District players. 

Under 11 Colts - PHYL 

8 new inexperienced signings bedding in and no regular goalie, but improving all the time. Won first 
game at weekend 7-4 after numerous defeats by one goal, including epic 5-4 cup loss. Best performance 
1-1 draw with 9 men v Harriers (played like lions!) 

Under 12 Colts - OMBL Division B 
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Our U12 colts have a tough season ahead playing in a very strong Oxford league but have started well. 
Of a squad of 18 players 10 are new so they are effectively starting from scratch! 

They have a wind and a draw under their belts and have also had an outstanding cup result. The team 
are aiming for a mid table finish this season and are hoping to continue their good cup run. 

Under 12 Boys - North Wilts Division 1 

In their second season of the top flight in the North Wilts U12 section our second U12 team is again 
poised near the top of the table. With games in hand over the teams above them they have just dropped 
5 points all season. 

Individual success has been achieved by Sam Mulvey and Oliver Overend who have both been selected 
for the league representative team. George Knightôs trial with Swindon Town has also been extended. 
Well done to all 3 players 

They are also in the last 16 of not only the Berks and Bucks County Cup but also their league cup. Nicely 
positioned in 3 competitions surely they will see some silverware this season!! 

Under 13 - OMBL Division 1 

A new season, a new league for the u13s has started well with two wins, a draw and a loss in the first 
four games, playing against different clubs the boys are doing really well and looking forward to the rest 
of the season. 

Under 14 - SCML Division 2 

An un-characteristically slow start to the season saw our Under 14 boys lose their first 3 games of the 
season. They soon found their resolve and started to register some points including a 14-0 win, before 
defeating the previously unbeaten table toppers away from home with an awesome team display. 

They have meanwhile bolstered their squad and currently sit mid-table with games in hand. Their hopes 
of silverware are still alive as they are in the quarter final of their cup competition. 

Under 15 - SCML Division 1 

Having won Reading's South Chiltern league last year our Under 15ôs moved to the Oxford Mail Boys 
league in search of a new challenge and a better standard. 

It certainly proved to be just that and they started off well with a win but have only managed to win 1 
more league game to date losing 4 in the process. The defeats have been close however and they are 
glad they chose the league as the players will benefit in the long run. 

They are also still in the League Cup and the last 16 of the Berks and Bucks and funnily enough have 
been drawn away to Didcot in both Cups. Didcot are in the U15ôs own league and narrowly beat them 2-1 
in their league fixture. 

They are determined to gain revenge and do well in these cups and also improve the league form if they 
can maintain a fully fit squad to choose from some time this season!! 
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Under 16 - SCML Division 1 

A solid start to the season saw our Under 16ôs sitting in 3rd place just 4 points behind the leaders. This is 
the most competitive season ever, with just two unbeaten teams in the division. 

Highlights so far are beating Caversham for the first time ever, and an exciting Berks and Bucks cup win 
against Wantage which went to a penalty shootout. 

Under 17 - SCML Division 1 

Showing great team spirit to stick together and complete their final season together. At this age 
committed teams are few and far between, our Under 17ôs should be applauded for their effort. 

 



AFC Newbury Newsletter ï Volume 4 February 2010 
 
 

 
 

8 

 
8 

 
8 

 
8 

 

   

6.  AFC Newbury get to Wembley at lasté 

éunfortunately just as spectators but perhaps one day!! 

Thanks to our status as a Charter Standard Club we were offered free and reduced price 
tickets to see Stuart Pearceôs England Under 21 side take on the Portuguese Under 21ôs 

We were able to find enough willing to go and filled a double-decker bus. As always the boys 
were impeccably behaved ambassadors for AFC Newbury 
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7. Charity Activit ies  

 

We have again had excellent support 
from both our players and parents at 
the various charity collections we 
have helped out at. Both at the end of 
last season and recently at 
Sainsburyôs there has been no 
shortage of willing helpers ready to 
ñshake a bucketò Swings and Smiles 
have been overwhelmed by our 
support and we have helped to collect 
some fantastic amounts as follows: 

 

Club penalty shootout ï Saturday June 27
th
 £1500 

Under 13ôs bucket collection at Newbury Racecourse ï 
Friday July 10

th
 2009 

Over £600 

Under 7,8,9,10,11,12 & 13 bucket collection at Graeme 
Murtyôs testimonial ï Monday 20

th
 July 2009 

£912.67 

 

Under 7ôs to Under 14ôs bucket collection at Sainsburyôs ï 
Sunday December 20

th
  

£660.19 

 


