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Chairman’s Message

Hello everyone and Happy New Year to you all. Thank-you for taking the time
to read the second of our newsletters designed to keep you updated with
everything going on within the club. Unfortunately many of our teams have
played very few games in December due to the adverse weather conditions.
This seems to be a regular occurrence now unfortunately, although the boys
don't like it we all get a few more lie-ins so you know what they say about
every cloud having a silver lining!!

Within the club everything is running smoothly, we continue to enjoy the
fantastic support of our main sponsor Vodafone. All our teams are enjoying
their football, some are unbeaten whereas others are in very tough leagues
and are being pushed all the way by their opponents. We have unfortunately
lost one of our Under 16 teams recently due to a lack of players. When boys
get to that age they have so many pressures on their time that, some of then
even school work!! The team concerned has been one of the most successful
in the club’s history winning the prestigious Berks and Bucks Cup 2 years
running and reaching the final the following year. We have been lucky to
retain a couple of the players and hope also not to lose the talents and
experience of their manager Steve Husbands.

| am also enjoying the fantastic support of a very committed and enthusiastic
group of managers and committee members. Please can | ask you all to
remember the time and effort your manager’s put into providing football for
your children, it can often be a thankless task, the odd word of
encouragement and appreciation goes a long way.

Here's hoping we get a break in the weather soon and the boys get some
more football. As always please continue to support and encourage them and
your club.

Thanks

Paul Rodgers

Chairman

Email paul@rodgers.net

Tel 07810 055558
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Team Updates

Our teams have collectively had an amazing start to the season:

Team League Position
Under 7 Non n/a
Competitive
PHYL
Under 8 Non n/a
Competitive
PHYL
Under 9 PHYL Sitting a creditable 3" in their first competitive
Green season the Under 9 green team also made it
through to the 3" round of their league cup
before being narrowly defeated
Under 9 PHYL Proudly top of the table with comfortably the
Orange meanest defence in their division the Under 9
Orange team are also looking strong in the
last 16 of their league cup
Under 10 PHYL Yellow | Sitting 4"ina very tough division but
Boys progressed into the last 16 of their league cup
Under 10 PHYL Blue Suffered early in the season with the loss of
Colts some strong squad members but the team is
resolutely building for a strong second half of
the season
Under 11 PHYL Green | Again battling in a very strong division but
Boys showing their capabilities by pushing teams
higher up their division with true fighting spirit.
Under 11 North Wilts Forced to seek stronger opposition and enter

a leagues new to the club the Under 11's are
sitting a creditable 3" (with games in hand)
and are undefeated in their last 7 games
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Under 12

SCML
Division 1

Top of their division, undefeated, and look
likely to stay that way. Statistically one of the
best teams in the entire league with 88 goals
scored and only 3 conceded. The Under 12’s
goal keeper and defence have kept an
incredible 7 clean sheets in 9 league games.
Their front line has on 4 occasions scored
more than ten goals in a game! The Under
12’s are also in the last 16 of the Berks and
Bucks Cup

Under 13

SCML
Division 2

Second place in their division, top for much of
the season but slipped after a break in the
fixtures. Started on a fantastic run and were
undefeated until November!

Under 14

SCML
Division 1

Second in their division and hitting an average
of 5 goals per game the Under 14’s have only
dropped 3 points all season and into the last
16 of the Berks and Bucks Cup.

Under 15

SCML
Division 1

Sat in mid table but with several games in
hand over the teams above them the Under
15’s will look to climb the table in the New
Year and also progress into the last 16 of the
Berks and Bucks Cup

Under 16

PHYL
Division 1

Our Under 16 Boys team has unfortunately
decided to call it a day but some players have
joined the Colts to bolster their squad in a very
tough division

Under 17

SCML
Division 1

Second in their division but hot on the heels of
the league leaders. Having just dropped 2
points all season the Under 17’s are scoring
more than 4 goals per game at the moment.
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3. Website

Thanks to the efforts of John Stewart (Club Secretary, PHYL Secretary and
Under 10’s manager all in one!!) our website is now up to date:

http://www.newburyfootball.co.uk

The club's squads compete in the Peter Houseman ¥outh League, the South Chiltern Minor League and the Morth Wilts ¥outh & Minor League. Matches are normally an a Sunday,
with training once a week in addition.

We also raise money for charities like The Royal Families and Swings & Smiles through our annual penalty shootout competition and other events. For information about our charities
click here.

We are very grateful to be sponsored by Vodafone and some other local companies. We also received a grant from Greenham Common Trust who kindly helped us set up this web site
Far information about our other spansors click here.

o Internet

Please take the time to look around the web-site. Thankfully we have a willing volunteer who is
prepared to maintain and add items to the site.

If you have any ideas for items to go on the site please contact us:

paul@rodgers.net or 078100 055558
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Charity Activities

As mentioned in the last newsletter the club is looking to review the work we
do for charities. We are particularly keen on the players getting involved to
give something back to their community. To this end as you are probably all
aware we organised a street bucket collection for Swings and Smiles on
Saturday December 27" on Northbrook Street.

Representatives from our teams braved the bitter weather between 10:00 a.m.
and 15:30 p.m. and | am extremely proud to report that we raised a staggering
£738.14 For a street collection this was truly outstanding and on behalf of the
committee of AFC Newbury Boys | would like to express my deepest gratitude
to all those parents and players who gave up their time to help. | have
distributed a copy of a letter | received from Sian Cook who is the founder of
Swings and Smiles.

Also below is a picture displaying the “blockade” techniques employed by the
Under 12 and Under 13 squads!!
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Player Focus

We have some outstanding individuals within AFC Newbury, not only on the
pitch but also off it. This edition of the newsletter is focussing on Jack
Wickens who plays in the Under 12 squad managed by lan Morland.

Club History

04/05 First season played in
the Under 9 squad (even
though Jack was the age to
play Under 8. Voted players
player

05/06 First taste of success
for AFC Newbury, league
runners up and winners of
the Chronicle Cup. Awarded
Managers Player

06/07 Finished 4" in league

07/08 Outstanding double
winning season clinching the
SCML division 1 title and
Chronicle Cup. Jack netted
30 times and was voted
player’s player

08/09 Looking like another
superb season, Jack has
already scored 25 goals!

Jack Wickens is undoubtedly one of AFC Newbury’s crop of outstanding and
promising individual football players. He has no doubt learnt a great deal from
his older brother Ben who plays for AFC Newbury Under 17’s as well as
representing the District. When Jack first joined AFC Newbury he was playing
in the Under 9 league but should have been Under 8, although you would
never have known it. Several games into his first season there was a match in
which Jack announced his arrival in fine style. Finding themselves 4 -3 down
with minutes remaining Jack snatched an equaliser but was not content with
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salvaging a point. The opposition did not get the chance to take the ball out of
the centre circle at the restart before Jack had won back possession, dribbled
past the opposing team and notched his 3" goal of the game to win it 5-4.
Unsurprisingly Jack was voted Players Player that year.

Terrorising defences the way Jack does has attracted attention from various
scouts. At the end of his first season Jack was invited to the Reading FC
development centre where he spent 12 weeks before being offered a place at
Southampton. Whilst at Southampton Jack enjoyed games against other
academy squads from Chelsea, Fulham, Watford and Bristol. In May of 2008
Jack was offered trials at Chelsea but due to other commitments he was
unable to make the date and is awaiting another trial with the Premiership
giants. Meanwhile Jack is back at the Reading FC Elite training academy.

As well as playing for his primary and secondary school teams Jack also plays
for Newbury district, where Theo Walcott played, and has been on tour with
them as far afield as Jersey




